Class of 2k9 Librarian Booktalk

DREAMING ANASTASIA by Joy Preble, Sourcebooks

Interest Level: Young Adult

Genre: Contemporary Fantasy

Related topics: The assassination of the Romanov Family; Anastasia Romanov; Russian Revolution; Russian folklore – Vasilisa the Brave; Baba Yaga
Booktalk Synopsis: Sixteen year old Anne thinks her life is pretty ordinary – until she smacks into handsome, mysterious, and okay, annoying Ethan on her way to chemistry class. Now Anne has powers she doesn’t understand, a history altering mission she ma not want, and a growing attraction to this blue-eyed stranger. And Ethan – who at eighteen made some choices he’s starting to regret – realizes that Anne is the girl for whom he’s been searching – for a very, very long time. Stir in doomed Russian Grand Duchess Anastasia – who is definitely not quite as dead as the history books say – and Baba Yaga, the legendary witch from Russian folklore, and you’ve got DREAMING ANASTASIA, a contemporary YA fantasy that alternates between the voices of Anne, Ethan, and Anastasia as Anne and Ethan join forces to battle Viktor – a bad guy with a pretty big secret of his own - and save Anastasia.

Only problem is – no one’s quite sure who’s really bad and who’s good. And everyone has some secrets.

One line Hook: Sixteen year old high school girl Anne collides with handsome and mysterious Ethan – and ends up with magic flowing through her veins and a mission to save Anastasia Romanov from legendary Russian witch Baba Yaga.
Related Reads: Nicholas and Alexandra by Robert K. Massie; Anastasia The Last Grand Duchess by Carolyn Meyer; Baba Yaga and Vasilisa the Brave by Marianna Mayer and Kinuko Y. Craft; Fearless Girls, Wise Women and Beloved Sisters: Heroines in Folktakes from Around the Word by Jane Yolen and Kathleen Ragen; Russian Fairy Tales by Aleksandr Afanasev; Babushka Baba Yaga by Patricia Polacco;  Baba Yaga by Katya Arnold; Baba Yaga (A Russian Folktale) by Margaret Yatsevitch Phinney and Lydian Green
