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OPERATION REDWOOD

By S. Terrell French

Librarian Booktalk Guide
A. Interest Level:  Middle Grade – 9 – 12.  The main character is a 12-year old boy, but a fearless girl and her best friend are also primary characters
B. Genre:  Adventure, Environmental, Multi-cultural (the main characters is half-Chinese and his best friend speaks Spanish at home).
C. Related topics: Redwood ecology, civil disobedience.
D. Booktalk Synopsis:  Julian Carter-Li is staying with his rich and calculating Uncle Sibley in San Francisco, when he discovers an angry e-mail that reveals his uncle’s plans to log an old-growth redwood grove in northern California.  Without telling Uncle Sibley, Julian erases the e-mail and begins a secret correspondence with the sender, Robin Elder.  When his uncle unveils his plan to send Julian to math camp for the summer, Julian runs away to Robin’s ranch, masquerading as a summer intern.  There, he and Robin begin plotting Operation Redwood -- a plan to stake out a tree house in neighboring Big Tree Grove to protest the logging.  But before they can begin the plan, Julian is dragged home by his detested Aunt Daphne, who threatens to ground Julian for the remainder of the summer.  Julian is finally able to escape from his uncle and, with his best friend, Danny, undertake a risky plot to help Robin.  Ultimately, the boys return to the Ranch, where the children face timber operators, reporters, lightening storms, activists, and even Uncle Sibley himself, in their effort to make Operation Redwood a success.  
E. One line Hook:  When Julian Carter-Li intercepts an e-mail revealing his high-powered uncle’s plan to log an ancient redwood grove, it sets him and his friends on an environmental adventure filled with undercover plots, secret messages, and treetop stand-offs.
F. Web links 
operationredwood.com

savetheredwoods.org

redwoodecology.org
G. Related reads

If you enjoyed Operation Redwood, you might also enjoy:

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George

Hoot by Carl Hiassen

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg
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